MINUTES OF BESTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 10th November 2025 at Morley Village Hall 7.00PM
Present:
Cllr. T Watling (Chair - TW), Cllr. Julie Sanderson (Vice Chair-JS), Cllr. James Trounce, Cllr. Juliet Morter (JM), Cllr. Garry Easter (GE) and Angela Thornton (AT) – Parish Clerk.
Apologies: Cllr. Archie Eastoll (AE) and Cllr. Darren Peck
No members of the public

1.Apologies Archie Eastoll (AE), Darren Peck (DP).
2. Declaration of Interest on Items on the Agenda
None.
3. Public Recess
No issues raised by the public.
4. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 8th September 2025
It was proposed and seconded that the minutes be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting. Proposed AW seconded JS All present agreed.
5. Matters Arising from the Minutes
None
6. Finance
a. Approval of Accounts Payable:
It was proposed and seconded by all present that all items on the November 2025 payments list be paid. All present agreed
Action: AT to set up payments for TW to authorise.
Councillors discussed and approved the clerk to apply for a debit card to enable direct payments.
b. Mandate update new forms will be completed after the meeting.
c. Setting of Budget and Precept for 2026-27.
Cllr Gary asked if BPC has any reserve funds.
AT stated that Besthorpe Parish Council has 2 accounts a business account with approx. £750 and the Community Account which as of end October has approx. 7k. 
Precept Discussion took place Cllrs requested that an additional £500 be included to cover any possible electoral type expenses as a result of devolution, LGR and boundary changes.
Councillors voted and all present approved Option 2 budget for 2026-27 with a precept request to Breckland of £8345 which = approx. 26.71 per band D property per year.
( This budget included a reduction in clerk hours from 5 to 4 per week from April 2026).
7. Planning
a.Applications and Decisions from 8th July to 10th November, as well as the discharge of conditions, were noted.
BPC has lodged objections to planning application PL/2025/1195/FMIN Land Off Whitehouse Lane Besthorpe Norfolk.
b. Local Plan - No development is proposed in Besthorpe consultation is now open to the public.
8. Chairman’s Report
The Chair reported the following updates:
In reply to correspondence received from a parishioner: The Chair confirmed that there is a fund which holds the monies from the sale of the Village Hall in the 1980’s. This is held by Besthorpe Village Hall Committee Fund not Besthorpe Parish Council.
Update on Flooding Working Party: Land behind Hill Road re flood storage area is unlikely to progress.
War memorial area grass has been cut in preparation for tomorrows memorial service.
9. Parish Councillors’ Reports
JT reported a private residence’s  vegetation in the hedgerow is overgrowing / overhanging pavement, JS will speak to resident.
JT also reported that approaches to the footpath flyover feels unsafe very overgrown and narrow. AT to report to Highways.
JS updated on planned Besthorpe Remembrance Day service tomorrow which RBL will be attending. Thanks were expressed to JS for organising this .
GE updated that the flood group working party have cleared Besthorpe Stream and that the drone flight clarified that culverts on A11 look clear. The group is seeking clarity from DEFRA re-funding to help with Leaky Dams.
10. Parish Clerk’s Correspondence Received
 A Request for grant towards Defibrillator pads from Besthorpe Church was consider by councillors present. A grant of £150 proposed by JT and agreed by all. JS to publicise the location of the defibrillator on Besthorpe Facebook page.
LGR Devolution Update The 2026 Norfolk and Suffolk mayoral election is due to be held on 7 May 2026 to elect the inaugural Mayor of Norfolk and Suffolk who will lead the Norfolk and Suffolk Combined County Authority 
11. Next Meeting
The next meeting will take place on Monday 5th January 2026 at Morley Village Hall, commencing at 7pm 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:30pm.
Signed:
T Watling - Chair

